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MINISTER’S MOMENT

Preaching scholar, Al Fasol, relates how commotion erupted backstage
when a five—year—old girl, who was slated to play Mary, refused to wear
anything but her new red dress. The adults backstage pleaded with her,
the director spoke to her, and finally her parents talked to her about the
need to wear the costume for Mary instead of her new red dress. The
little girl would not be moved and insisted on wearing the dress or she
would not go on—-stage. The play was already late in starting so the
director stepped on-stage and announced, “Due to circumstances
beyond our control, Mary, the mother of Jesus, will appear tonight in a
new red dress.” The congregation erupted in laughter when a voice from
behind the curtain could be heard shouting, “If Mary had had a new red
dress, she would have worn it.”

In Fasol's story, I am glad that the congregation graciously allowed the
little girl to wear her red dress in the Christmas play. It reminded me of
the grace of God and how we are called to be "gracious" as well. As we
move toward the Christmas holiday, it is fitting that we reflect on the
power of God's grace as evidenced in Jesus of Nazareth. And it is even
more fitting that we embody that same grace in our own behavior as
best we can. Just think how much better our lives with one another
would be if we regularly injected healthy doses of grace, forgiveness,
and acceptance into all of the things we do. Amen. ~Russell
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